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If you are a screenwriter, you should know about Anita Loos. Loos was one

of the most in:uential writers in the early history of American cinema,

associated with 136 >lm projects per IMDB.

Married to writer John Emerson, the pair wrote perhaps the earliest book

on screenwriting in 1920: “How to Write Photoplays”.

Here are the chapter titles:

I. Let’s Write A Movie

II. Tools And Trades

III. Getting The Story Across

IV. The Photoplay Writer’s Dictionary

V. The Theme

VI. Star Sympathy

VII. “Action! Camera! Grind!”

VIII. The Synopsis

IX. The Continuity

X. Titles and Sub-Titles

XI. A Model Scene

XII. Marketing The Story

XIII. Writing For The Camera

XIV. Scenery For Scenarios

XV. The Actor’s Angle

XVI. Character On The Screen

XVII. The “Interest”

XVIII. The Kind Of Stories That Sell

XIX. What To Write — And Not To Write

XX. Cutting The Picture

XXI. Writing For The Censors

XXII. The Pictorial Element

XXIII. The Denouement

XXIV. How To Begin

XXV. Midway In The Photoplay

XXVI. The Final Close-Up

XXVII. The Love Expert

Okay, maybe not Robert McKee or Syd Field, but isn’t it remarkable how

many of those topics have relevance for today’s screenwriters?

Gee, wouldn’t it be kind of fun to :ip through this book. But come on, it’s 92

years old. There’s no way you could possibly >nd it, right?

Wrong. Check this out: You can read the book online for free!

But you know what? I shall save you the trouble. Each Sunday for the next

several weeks, I will post key excerpts from the most applicable chapters of

this book. And you will be absolutely amazed at how little things have

changed in terms of the fundamentals of the screenwriting trade in nearly a

century’s time.

Here is a short >lm called The New York Hat (1912) written by Loos,

directed by D.W. Grieth, and starring the biggest star of the era Mary

Pickford.

Screenwriting wisdom from Loos in the weeks to come.

Comment Archive

9

More From Medium

How to Use Dashes and
Ellipses in a Screenplay

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Sundays with Stephen
King’s “On Writing”

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Great Scene: “Jaws”

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Alexander Payne on
appealing characters vs.
sympathetic characters

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Reader Question: Who is
the Nemesis in “character
driven” films?

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

How They Write a Script:
Ted Tally (“The Silence of
the Lambs”)

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Narrative Voice

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Video: Industry Wisdom
Bits

Scott Myers in Go Into The

Story

Learn more.
Medium is an open platform where 170 million readers come
to find insightful and dynamic thinking. Here, expert and
undiscovered voices alike dive into the heart of any topic and
bring new ideas to the surface. Learn more

Make Medium yours.
Follow the writers, publications, and topics that matter to you,
and you’ll see them on your homepage and in your inbox.
Explore

Share your thinking.
If you have a story to tell, knowledge to share, or a
perspective to offer — welcome home. It’s easy and free to
post your thinking on any topic. Write on Medium

About Help Legal

Regarder sur

The New York Hat (1912)
À regarder … Partager

WRITTEN BY

Scott Myers Follow

Go Into The Story Follow

Official Screenwriting Blog of The Black List

ARCHIVES READER QUESTIONS BLACK LIST CONTACT SCREENWRITING MASTER CLASS

Sign in Get started
To make Medium work, we log user data. By using Medium, you agree to our Privacy Policy,
including cookie policy.

https://scottdistillery.medium.com/?source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F_%2Fsubscribe%2Fuser%2F1cafb28399aa&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fgointothestory.blcklst.com%2Fhow-to-write-photoplays-by-john-emerson-and-anita-loos-3afca9968877&user=Scott%20Myers&userId=1cafb28399aa&source=post_page-1cafb28399aa----3afca9968877---------------------follow_byline-----------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/how-to-use-dashes-and-ellipses-in-a-screenplay-74fa678b0046?source=post_internal_links---------0----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/sundays-with-stephen-kings-on-writing-855badc9087?source=post_internal_links---------1----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/great-scene-jaws-2964db7bf0ec?source=post_internal_links---------2----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/alexander-payne-on-appealing-characters-vs-sympathetic-characters-68c7ed235aee?source=post_internal_links---------3----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/reader-question-who-is-the-nemesis-in-character-driven-films-e7cbb2131ce7?source=post_internal_links---------4----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/how-they-write-a-script-ted-tally-the-silence-of-the-lambs-e0cdfcdde4b7?source=post_internal_links---------5----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/narrative-voice-f0601fd4b65b?source=post_internal_links---------6----------------------------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/video-industry-wisdom-bits-c00a28515477?source=post_internal_links---------7----------------------------
https://medium.com/about?autoplay=1&source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://medium.com/topics?source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://about.medium.com/creators/?source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://medium.com/?source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F_%2Fvote%2Fgo-into-the-story%2F3afca9968877&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fgointothestory.blcklst.com%2Fhow-to-write-photoplays-by-john-emerson-and-anita-loos-3afca9968877&user=Scott%20Myers&userId=1cafb28399aa&source=post_actions_footer-----3afca9968877---------------------clap_footer-----------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F_%2Fsubscribe%2Fuser%2F1cafb28399aa%2F3afca9968877&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fgointothestory.blcklst.com%2Fhow-to-write-photoplays-by-john-emerson-and-anita-loos-3afca9968877&user=Scott%20Myers&userId=1cafb28399aa&source=follow_footer-1cafb28399aa-------------------------follow_footer-----------
https://scottdistillery.medium.com/?source=follow_footer-------------------------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?actionUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F_%2Fsubscribe%2Fcollection%2Fgo-into-the-story%2F3afca9968877&operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fgointothestory.blcklst.com%2Fhow-to-write-photoplays-by-john-emerson-and-anita-loos-3afca9968877&collection=Go%20Into%20The%20Story&collectionId=cd46c47af086&source=follow_footer--------------------------follow_footer-----------
https://gointothestory.blcklst.com/?source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://medium.com/?source=post_page-----3afca9968877--------------------------------
https://medium.com/m/signin?operation=register&redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fgointothestory.blcklst.com%2Fhow-to-write-photoplays-by-john-emerson-and-anita-loos-3afca9968877&source=post_page-----3afca9968877---------------------nav_reg-----------

